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Supporting Learners with Reading & Writing Difficulties 
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Overview of training session.

· Modifying Windows and Office
· Mind Maps and visual learning

· Word Prediction
· Voice Recognition: Dragon Naturally Speaking
· TextHelp Read and Write

· Word sets, WordBar and WordBars in MS Word

· Typing tutors
· ClozePro, Cloze tasks in MS Word


Modifying Windows and Office
For some learners with reading and writing difficulties it is possible to make changes within Microsoft Windows and Office without buying dedicated or expensive software programs.  

Both Windows and Office offer a range of features (at no extra cost!). The first part of the session will explore how to make these changes.
The session will cover the following:

· Creating AutoText entries, AutoCorrect, changing font styles and background colours, Save My Settings Wizard and keyboard shortcuts. 

Mind Maps and visual learning
Mind maps can be particularly helpful for those learners who have dyslexia related difficulties, for example poor organisation skills. 
Inspiration is an easy to use and colourful mind mapping program that can be used to structure writing and provide a valuable means of organising essays and or projects. 

Inspiration also offers a number of templates to help with planning and writing assignments or simply organising and prioritising a student’s workload.
The session will cover the following:

· Introduction and overview of Inspiration, creating your own mind map, adding notes, web links and converting mind maps to a Word document and/or PowerPoint presentation.


Word Prediction 
Word predictors analyse the words that are written on the computer, and try to ‘predict’ the words that the learner is most likely to use or want, from a dictionary or lexicon of words.  

Word prediction can help learners with spelling difficulties and can help to reduce the number of keystrokes needed to type by up to 50%. 
However, some literacy skills are required by learners to be successful with word prediction – they must be able to write the first one or two letters of the word correctly and then recognise the word on the list.

Like any supportive writing tool, prediction will suit some writers but not others. 

In order for prediction programs to be successful careful setting up of the prediction program must be taken into consideration, for example, lexicons and individual user settings. 

The session will cover the following:

· Co:Writer 4000, Penfriend XP and XL, creating topic dictionaries, setting up prediction software to suit different learners’ needs. 

Voice Recognition, Dragon Naturally Speaking 
For some learners who experience difficulties with the physical aspect of writing, voice recognition can provide a useful solution. However, in order to make the most from voice recognition the learner must create a ‘voice model’ that the computer recognises and responds too. 

Voice recognition can be a steep learning curve for many learners and may not always be the best option.  But for those who master voice recognition it can be a powerful tool.  This session is a demonstration only.  

TextHelp Read and Write

TextHELP Read and Write Gold is a popular choice for many colleges and is often seen as a ‘one-stop’ solution for learners with dyslexia related difficulties. 

This session explores the variety of options available in TextHELP Read and Write Gold.  From synonyms, word wizards, text to speech and Factfolders – you can decide for yourself the pros and cons of TextHELP.

The session will cover the following:
· The spell checker, word wizard, synonyms, talking calculator, word prediction, scan text to speech, the Factfolder. 
WordBar
Wordbar is a toolbar, based on an on-screen grid, that sits at the bottom of your computer screen.  It can be customised to suit individual learner needs and contains words and phrases that when clicked, will send the chosen item to a word processor. 
Wordbar also has voice output which can be easily activated by right clicking on the word or phrase.  Navigating around different topics is made easy by selecting subject specific tabs.
The session will cover the following:
· Exploring existing topic WordBars, creating your own tailor made topics and WordBars.

Typing tutors
Typing tutors can provide a valuable introduction to keyboarding skills and help with writing and spelling.  First Keys is an excellent typing tutor for learners who are new (or even familiar) with typing.  

One of the great features of First Keys is the ability to customise and create typing lessons to suit a range of ages and abilities.

The session will cover the following:
· Explore existing typing plans, create typing lesson plans, using different approaches to support learners, word reinforcement, image reinforcement etc. 


Time permitting we will also cover the following:

ClozePro – create colourful and engaging cloze tasks for struggling learners and learners with physical difficulties.

WordBars and Cloze tasks in Word – did you know it is possible to create drop down WordBars and Cloze tasks in Word?  This session will show you how it is done!
Questions – Conclusion - Session Ends
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Primary and Secondary Teachers, Learning Support Assistants, College


Lecturers, Learning Support Co-ordinators, Community Learning.
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