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Introduction to Inspiration 7.5
Introducing Diagram View

Inspiration opens in Diagram View, where you process, organise and prioritise information visually. 

Key functions are right at your fingertips with the Diagram toolbar along the top, the Formatting toolbar at the bottom and the Symbol palette on the left.
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Entering the main idea or topic

When you open Inspiration, a symbol appears in the center of the screen with the placeholder text, Main Idea, selected. 

It’s easy to get started — just enter a topic. 

Type the diagram topic, Career Thoughts, into the Main Idea symbol.

Using the Create tool to add a new linked symbol

There are many different ways to create new symbols in Diagram View.

An easy way to add a linked symbol is to use the Create tool. 
The Create tool adds a new linked symbol in the direction you choose.

1. Select the Career Thoughts symbol. On the Diagram toolbar, position the cursor over the upper right point on the Create button.
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When you roll over a point on the Create button, it highlights to show the direction in which the new symbol will be created.
2. Click the upper right point. A new symbol appears connected to and diagonally above the Career Thoughts symbol. This symbol is selected and ready for you to enter an idea.
3. Type Enjoy my job into the new symbol. 
Trying it again
Now use the Create tool again to add a second linked symbol.

1. Select the Career Thoughts symbol.  This time, you’ll notice there’s a Subtopic Quick Control near the upper right corner of the symbol. The Subtopic Quick Control appears next to a symbol to show that it has a subtopic.
2. On the Diagram toolbar, position the cursor over the lower left point  on the Create button.
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3.  Click the lower left point.    
The new symbol appears connected to and diagonally below the

Career Thoughts symbol.

4. The new symbol appears connected to and diagonally below the Career Thoughts symbol.

5. Press Shift+Return (Shift+Enter) to end text entry and select the symbol.

Here’s what the diagram looks like now.
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Using the RapidFire tool to quickly capture ideas

Now use the RapidFire tool to brainstorm things you like to do.  
The RapidFire tool adds a series of linked ideas to a symbol. 

This allows you to concentrate on entering information, rather than creating symbols one at a time.

RapidFire places ideas in a freeform structure. There’s no need to think

about organising yet; you’re still getting ideas down to ‘see’ what you

think. 
1. Select the Things I like to do symbol, if it’s not already selected. On the Diagram toolbar, click the RapidFire button.


The RapidFire icon appears in the symbol to show the tool is turned on.


2. Type Fix things and press Return (Enter).
3. Type Tinker with cars and press Return (Enter).
4. Type Work in the garden
5. Click the RapidFire button again to turn the RapidFire tool off.
Here’s what the diagram looks like now.


Tip:

If you made a mistake while entering text into a symbol, don’t worry.  It’s easy to fix. Simply double-click the text in the symbol. Then select the words to change and type over them. You can also insert text by clicking where you want to make a correction and entering the new text.
This tutorial provides a basic outline of Inspiration – it contains a number of other useful features, for example, outline view, converting mind maps to PowerPoint and Word.  

For more information and/or training on Inspiration contact info@assist-it.org.uk 
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Click the upper right point to create a new linked symbol in that direction.








Click the upper right point to create a new linked symbol in that direction.
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