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Foreword
Welcome to InSIGHT, a new 
quarterly newsletter published 
by Assist IT, Consultants and 
Trainers in  Assistive Technology 
‒ working in partnership with 
learning, teaching and training
providers. 

As well as providing assessment 
and training services our main 
remit is to provide 
independent and impartial 
advice on all aspects of assistive 
technology.

This newsletter contains features 
and tips to help you get the best 
out of assistive technology.  

We hope you enjoy this first 
edition and will join us for the 
next edition in September.

If you would like to be included 
in this newsletter, for example, 
a short article on how you use 
assistive technology to help 
individuals with their learning 
or have some tips or advice on 
assistive software or hardware 
or have heard about new 
developments or products, 
please contact:

Craig Mill, 
Assist IT, 
Tel: 0771 7042670, 
E-mail: craig@hoolet.com  

Turn over to see some 
examples of prediction 
software and a great offer 
on Co:Writer 4000.
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Donôt miss the next edition of 
inSIGHT when we will be giving 
away a free CD Rom with a trial 
version of DATs 
(Digital Assessment Tasks) Core 
Skills software, free accessibility 
downloads and a video 
introduction to Assist IT.

Useful links:
www.inclusive.co.uk
www.sensorysoftware.com
www.microsoft.com/enable/
www.cricksoft.com/uk/
www.penfriend.biz
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Part of Hoolet
The Grid provides independent access to a computer

It has been an exciting time for Fife couple Scott It has been an exciting time for Fife couple Scott 
and Janice Barbour, students at Fife College of 
Further and Higher Education.  Both Scott and 
Janice have Cerebral Palsy and although college 
staff, in particular Rhona Crisp, Learning Support 
Co-ordinator, have helped overcome many 
barriers to their learning, Scott and Janice were 
keen to improve their computing and IT skills.

Realising the potential that new technologies 
could offer Scott and Janice with their 
learning, Rhona contacted Craig, an 
experienced assessor at Assist IT, to arrange 
assessments for them.  Scott uses a Delta 
Talker, a communication aid which he controls 
with a switch.  After spending time with Scott, Craig recognised that by using 
his switch and a software program called The Grid, Scott would be able to have 
independent control of a computer.  As The Grid uses a scanning action and 
a symbol based interface which is similar to his Delta Talker, Scott was able to 
quickly familiarise himself with the software.  With the help of Rhona, Scott now 
has his own laptop which means he can continue his studies at college and at 
home.

Janice also experienced problems using a computer especially when it came 
to using a standard keyboard and mouse.  As Janice is unable to use her right 
arm she can only access a keyboard with one hand, which has limited fine 
motor control.  In order for Janice to use a computer more effectively she would 
benefit from a number of flexible options to meet 
her needs.  The first of these was an IntelliKeys 
keyboard with a tailor-made overlay and keyguard.   
Used in combination with a word prediction 
software program called Co:Writer 4000, Janice 
was able to increase her typing speed and 
accuracy.  

Prior to the assessment Janice was unable to use a 
mouse.  After experimenting with a Traxsys Roller 
Plus Joystick which has an integrated keyguard 
and additional buttons for greater control, Janice 
was able to accurately navigate around the 
Windows desktop.  Janice is now looking forward 
to improving her word processing and database 
skills with her new equipment.   Scott and Janice 
were really pleased with their assessments and the 
solutions Craig recommended to help overcome 
the barriers to learning.    With the continued 
support from Rhona and their new technology in 

place, learning 
has taken on a 
new direction for 
Scott and Janice. 

Technology brings success for Fife couple




