
Choosing a program to support students 
with reading and writing difficulties can 
be a dilemma, particularly when the price 
can be as high as £700 (Kurzweil 3000) for 
one user licence.    The cost for a college 
site licence can be astronomical.  Many 
colleges have chosen TextHELP Read and 
Write as their primary software program 
for supporting students who experience 
dyslexia or other literacy related difficulties.

Undoubtedly, TextHELP 7 (Gold) contains 
a number of useful features, in particular 
the way in which it can be set up to reflect 
individual usersõ needs.   The Teacherõs 
Toolkit, Word Wizard, Fact Folder and 
TextHELPõs ability to read and highlight 
web pages are my own personal favourites.  So too are the Clipboard History and 
the Scanning tools but TextHELPõs ability to calculate and convert figures in MS 
Word is extremely impressive and innovative.  However, there are many glitches 
that arise when using TextHELP that can leave you feeling  somewhat bewildered.  
For example, typing the word ôheloõ followed by a clicking TextHELPõs Spell Check 
button has unexpected results .  Donõt be surprised if TextHELP informs you that 
the õSpell Check is Completeõ and fails to recognise ôheloõ as a spelling mistake.  
Another criticism often voiced is that TextHELP requires a high level of computer 
literacy, which can often leave some learners feeling slightly overwhelmed or 
uncertain when using it.   This is where knowing how to customise  TextHELP to 
meet individualsõ needs is important.  

As someone who experiences dyslexia related difficulties, particularly when writing, 
I find it an invaluable tool for proof reading documents.  However, there are times 
when TextHELP can prove to be very frustrating, particularly as has a tendency to 
be intrusive and interfere with other computer programs.  Creating a TextHELP 
short-cut on your desktop or running ôDisk Defragmenterõ or  even installing a USB 
device to synchronise a PDA for example, can have devastating effects requiring 
TextHELP and other related programs to be re-installed.

It was therefore a breath of fresh air when I down loaded a trial version of Freedom 
Scientificõs WYNN, which according to the web site (www.freedomscientific.com) 
is an õinnovative literacy solution designed to enhance success for individuals with 
reading challenges and writing difficultiesõ.  The initial  feature that appealed to me 
with the trial version is that it provides two trial options; a standard 30 day trial or a 
30 hour trial.  If you choose the 30 hour trial it allows you to dip into it over a longer 
period.  

So how does it differ from TextHELP Read and Write?  Unlike TextHELPõs toolbar WYNN uses a rotating 4 colour-coded 
toolbar with a simple point-and-click interface.  These comprise of a File Management Toolbar, which provide easy-
to-use access to features such as , Open, Close, Save, Scanning etc, a Visual Presentation Toolbar that allows users to 
personalise how WYNN is displayed on screen for example, Text Size,  Line and Word Spacing as well as Font and Colour 
choice.  
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Foreword
Welcome to the autumn 
edition of inSIGHT, a 
quarterly newsletter pulished 
by AssistIT, Consultants and 
Trainers in Assistive 
Technology working in 
partnership with learning, 
teaching and training 
providers. 

As well as providing 
assessment and training 
services our main remit is to 
provide independent and 
impartial advice on all aspects 
of assistive technology.

This newsletter contains 
features and tips to help you 
get the best out of assistive 
technology.  We hope you 
enjoy this edition and will 
join us for the next edition in 
January.

If you would like to be 
included in this newsletter, 
for example, a short article 
on how you use assistive 
technology with learners 
or have some tips, advice  
or have heard about new 
developments or products, 
please contact:

Craig Mill, 
Assist IT, 
Tel: 0771 7042670, 
E-mail: craig@assist-it.org.uk  
Internet: www.hoolet.com 
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